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trian minister curl, as if in derision, and the Russian
arranged his papers as if all were now finished.

I knew my father well enough by this time to be con-
vinced that, in spite of his apparently unaltered mien, he
was bitterly disappointed and annoyed. The king looked
gloomy. There was a perfect silence. It was so awkward
that the Austrian minister inquired of me the date of a
particular treaty, merely to break the dead pause. I did
not immediately answer him.

The whole morning my fancy had been busied with gro-
tesque images. I had never been a moment impressed
with the gravity of the proceedings. The presence of the
king alone prevented me from constant raillery. When I
recollected the exact nature of the business on which we
were assembled, and then called to mind the characters
who took part in the discussion, I could scarcely refrain
from laughter. * Voltaire would soon settle this,' I thought,
' and send Messieurs the Austrian, and the Russian, and
the Prussian, with their moustaches, and hussar jackets, and
fars, to their own country. What business have they to
interfere with ours ? ' I was strongly impressed with the
tyrannical injustice and wicked folly of the whole transac-
tion. The great diplomatists appeared to me so many wild
beasts ready to devour our innocent lamb of a sovereign,
parleying only from jealousy who should first attack him.

The Austrian minister repeated his question as to the
treaty, l It matters not,' I replied; 'let us now proceed to
business.' He looked a Httie surprised. 4 Gentlemen,' I
continued, c you must be quite aware that this is the last
conference his majesty can permit us to hold upon a subject
which ought never to have been discussed. The case is
simple, and demands but little consideration. If the guar-
antee we justly require be not granted, his majesty must
have recourse bo a popular appeal. We have no fear about
tne result. We are prepared for it. His majesty will
acquire ft new, and if" possible, a stronger title to bis crown*